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Preface 
This double issue contains papers on various aspects of Combinatorial Optimisa- 
tion. All were presented (in some form) at the meeting CO92, held in Oxford on July 
6 to 9 1992. This was attended by about 80 participants, mainly from Europe and 
North America. It was the sixth in a series of meetings on Combinatorial Optimisa- 
tion held in the British Isles. The Oxford meeting naturally broke new ground 
mathematically: b  the time the volume appears, the seventh meeting in the series will 
have been held, this time also breaking new ground geographically, being in Amster- 
dam in April 1994. 
A pleasing feature of CO92 was the wide range of talks presented (and attended!) 
and this is indicated by the papers in this volume. There are papers on algorithms and 
randomness, on scheduling, on complexity questions to do with graphs, and on 
min-algebras, routing and subset sums. 
I would like to express thanks to the Science and Engineering Research Council for 
their generous support: this made it possible to have distinguished invited speakers, 
which contributed much to the success of the occasion. Finally, thanks also to the 
contributors and referees, without whom of course this volume would not have 
happened. 
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